
An ancient locket.
A seance.
An old sea legend.
And a boy ghost who needs to get home…

It’s the end of the school year, and Tanya’s final project is to
research a local patriot in the Revolutionary War. How
borrring! Until a boy ghost reveals himself to Tanya in the
Strong’s barn after school. Major worked as a spy during the
days of the infamous Setauket Spy Ring, over 200 years ago!
He is desperate to reunite with his family, but an old secret
and an ancient locket keep him there.

Tanya soon embarks on a daring adventure involving a seance,
an ancient legend, and a hidden truth with her friends by her
side. Join Tanya as she discovers the power of friendship,
bravery, courage, and hope. Dive into a world where the past
and present collide and the bonds of love transcend time.
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Chapter 1
1.Who was Tanya trying to help understand the science lesson?
2.What did she do? 
3.What does The UG stand for, and who were they referring to? 
4.What is “felonious behavior,” and who was going to kill her because of

it?
5.Why is she mentioning her Pop? 

 Chapter 2
1.What is Tanya’s favorite part of the day?
2.What arrangement did Tanya have with Mrs. Strong? 
3.How does Tanya’s love for horses relate to her Pop? 
4.Why did Tanya’s mother allow her to still go to the stables and not

ground her for this?
5.How does Freddie remind her of her Pop?
6.What things does Tanya write about in her journal?
7.What was Tanya’s question after all of this happened?

Chapter 3
1.Why does Tanya sometimes wish she was from a family like Nancy’s?
2.Why is Sham so cautious around people?
3.What does Sham do to alert the girls that there might be a problem?
4.Where did the girls have to ride through to get to the beach?
5.Why did Nancy have to leave so quickly after getting back to the barn?
6.Why did Tanya go to the barn loft?
7.What did she find when she looked up from adjusting her boot lace?
8.When did the boy disappear?

Chapter 4
1.What had Sham been trying to tell her?
2.How did Tanya’s dad respond to the incident at school?
3.How did her family react to her incident?
4.What had Tommy and his friends tried to do to Ms. S.?
5.  What was Tanya’s punishment?
6.Tanya checks with her Dad to see if she can still see Nancy when she’s

taking care of Sham. How does her Dad respond?
7.What did Tanya get up from bed to look at? What was the treasure?
8.What did she do when she found the treasure?
9.What was the saddest thing of all?

Comprehension Questions



Chapter 5
1.How did Tanya feel about telling Nancy about the ghost?
2.After riding the horses, the girls climb up into the hay loft to see the

ghost. Does he appear?
3.What does the ghost do?
4.What details did Tanya notice about him?
5.What does Major tell them about what happened? 
6.What clicked in Tanya’s mind?
7.Who did he think the girls were working for?
8.Who was Major working for? 
9.When did Major realize he was a ghost?

10.What had Major promised his mom?
11.Why was the necklace important to Major?
12.Why can’t Major move on?
13.What year does Major think it is?
14.What does Tanya realize at the end of the chapter?
 Chapter 6

1.While Tanya was dreaming, she felt a gentle hand on her right shoulder.
Who was it? 

2.Later that day, Tanya wondered if her Pop was waiting for her. What was
her bigger dilemma?

3.Where is Tanya’s class going on Monday morning? 
4.What year are the girls living in? 
5.What does Tanya think is happening to Major?

Chapter 7
1.What plan does Tanya come up with while in the library?
2.The girls decided to walk to the barn instead of taking the bus. Where do

they end up before arriving at the barn?
3.Who did they meet there and what had he been doing?
4.What do the girls think about Isaac?
5.Back at the barn, how does Major take the news that he might be stuck

between two places?
6.Major explains the history of the lockets. What is the history of the

lockets?
7.Why were the lockets important to Major and his family?
8.  How did Major become involved in the war?
9.The girls tell him that the Patriots have another name? What is it and how

long has it been since the war ended?
10. How could the sparkle be important later in the story?

Comprehension Questions



Chapter 8
1.  How did Cathy feel about having the seance at her house?
2.What was the emergency plan the girls have if anything super weird

happens?
3.Who lived in Cathy’s house 200 years ago?
4.How does this change the plan?
5.Whose portrait was above the fireplace watching them?
6.After Cathy asks the spirits to join them, what happens?
7.Tanya asks to talk to the spirits. Does anything happen? If so, what?
8.Tanya asks the spirits again, to speak to Austin Roe. What happens at

that exact moment?
9.Did Austin join the girls? If not, what happened?

10. Did they get in touch with Austin Roe?
 Chapter 9

1.Saturday morning, the girls go to Nancy’s house to work on their
math homework. Who joins the girls?

2.What does Cathy reveal to the girls about her house?
3.How does Stacy respond when Tanya tells her about their seance?
4.What was the legend about?
5.How was Akua’s father able to help her cross over?
6.What do water lilies represent?
7.When did he offer up the lilies?
8.What was the outcome of his efforts?
9.  What do many ocean-faring people believe?

10.Whose soul do Tanya, Cathy, and Nancy think they will help move
into the spirit world?

11.Why did Tanya lie to her friends?
Chapter 10

1.Where do the girls find the water lilies?
2.What does Tanya realize as she’s heading up to the barn for the

beach ride?
 

Comprehension Questions



Chapter 11
1.  Why do the girls ride bareback for the beach ride?
2.  Who did they encounter on the way to the beach?
3.What word did Isaac say that gave Tanya a chill that crackled over

her skin?
4.How did the horses react to Isaac?
5.What can you infer about Isaac?
6.Tanya puts the water lily in the water and closes her eyes to

concentrate. What does she see when she opens them?
7.Where had Tanya seen the sparkle before?
8.What did Tanya smell?
9.Who was she thinking about?

10. What did the ship remind them of?
 Chapter 12

1.Who was Nathan Hale?
2.What was Tanya’s flashback about?
3.What was the Culper Spy Ring?
4.What kind of project is Tanya and her class assigned to do for the

end of the year?
Chapter 13

1.What is the name of the library near Tanya’s school?
2.Is this library a special place for Tanya?
3.Where did Tanya, Nancy and Cathy go right away, when they arrived

at the library?
4.What did they talk about once they got there?
5.When The UG approached the girls in the library, what does Tanya

notice?
6.How do Nancy and Cathy feel about what Tanya noticed?
7.What does Tanya tell the girls they have to do?

Chapter 14
1.What’s the ‘big thing’ Tanya and her friends are trying to figure out

in this chapter?
2.What is Cathy’s idea? Is it a good one?
3.What is Tanya’s plan for when they actually talk to Ms. S.?
4.What does Tanya get yelled at for in the very end of the chapter?

Comprehension Questions



Chapter 15
1.How is Tanya feeling about approaching Ms. S.?
2.Which of the girls actually tell Ms. S. about the locket?
3.What is Ms. S.’s reaction? Did she have more than one reaction?
4.Whose voice does Tanya hear in her head about the truth? Why do

you think this happens?
5.What does the S in Ms. S. stand for? Is this an important connection

to the story?
6.Why was Tanya distracted when she tried to fall asleep that night?
7.Tanya has a memory of her and her mom as she is trying to fall

asleep. In that memory, what do they talk about?
 Chapter 16

1.Why did all the students hold their breath when Ms. S. asked Tanya
to go back to her desk and talk to her?

2.In this chapter, the girls meet with Ms. S. again to talk. What does
she tell them about today?

3.While Tanya listens to Ms. S. talk about her family, she thinks of
another path, another thread, and Stitching together moments of
time—like Magic! Why does she have these thoughts?

4.Who is Sarah?
5.Why is Nancy shocked to hear that Ms. S. has Sarah’s diary?
6.Why is the diary so interesting?
7.Why is Tanya surprised to hear that Ms. S. is afraid of something?
8.What do they all decide at the very end of the chapter?

Chapter 17
1.Why did Tanya want to think and not be around anyone when she

went for her bike ride?
2.Where did she wind up going?
3.After she gets to where she is going, what does she realize she is

feeling?
4.Who does she see?
5.What do they talk about?
6.What does Tanya do after she talks with Isaac?
7.Tanya gets ready for bed that night and has a realization. What was

it?

Comprehension Questions



Chapter 18
1.Why was it funny to Tanya that she was looking forward to speaking

with Ms. S.?
2.Why does Tanya close the classroom door when they start to talk?
3.What do the girls tell Ms. S. about what is in her locket?
4.How does she react?
5.Tanya stops to rub her eyes. Why does she do this?
6.The girls explain to Ms. S. that they have been trying to help Major.

How have they tried to help him so far?
7.What is Ms. S.’s reaction to their story?
8.What did Ms. S. bring to the meeting?
9.How does Tanya handle the diary?

10.Tanya finds a poem in the back of the diary and reads it aloud. Then
Tanya starts screaming, “OH MY GOD. SHE IS TALKING ABOUT THE
SHIP! THE ONE ON THE HORIZON!” Why does she start screaming
this?

 Chapter 19
1.What is Tanya’s mom cooking when she gets home?
2.What do they talk about?
3.Why does she want to keep her fingers and her toes crossed?

Chapter 20
1.What is Tanya thinking about at the opening of this chapter?
2.What do the girls tell Major about his brother Levi?
3.How do you think Major knew where to meet the girls on the beach?
4.Who is Isaac?
5.Why does Isaac meet them down by the beach?
6.What do they all discuss at the beach?
7.Where does Tanya see the sparkle again? What does she realize it is?
8.At the end of the chapter, why did Tanya say she felt free?

Chapter 21
1.What do the girls realize about Isaac?
2.Why does Ms. S. want to meet the girls at the Emma S. Clark library?

 

Comprehension Questions



Chapter22
1.What does Tanya find out about the word ‘twilight’?
2.Ms. S. meets the girls at the library and takes them inside to a

specific spot. Where does she take them?
3.What do the girls see while standing there?
4.What makes this stained glass important?
5.What was still ‘pulling’ at Cathy and Tanya?
6.How does Ms. S. reward the girls?
7.Ms. S. teaches Tanya something about herself when they talk. What

does she teach her?
8.Why do you think Tanya sits down cross-legged in the grass?
9.What surprise does she find?

10.How does the book end?

Comprehension Questions

Writing Prompts

Major’s locket is important to him, but it is also important
to other characters in this story. Pick two characters and
explain the reasons why the locket is important to them.
 Early on, the reader finds out Tanya’s Pop has passed.
How does she handle this throughout the story?
 Use the resources in the back matter to find out more
about the Culper Spy Ring. What was the importance of
the Culper Spy Ring during the Revolutionary War?
 In chapter 17, Tanya realizes she feels guilty. Explain why
she feels guilty. Would you feel the same?
 Give two reasons why the setting is at the very core of this
story. Explain in detail.



Tanya changes from the beginning of the story to the end of the
story. In what ways does she change?
List three character attributes for Tanya. 
What evidence is there in the story that Major wants to get to his
family?
Throughout the book, Tanya never tells her friends how she is
feeling about her Pop. Why do you think that is?
Does Tanya’s Pop influence her actions, or decisions? Explain.
It is clear Tanya, and most other students, think Ms. S. is a mean,
nasty, rotten teacher. Do you think she is? 
During the story, the reader finds out that Major was helping Mrs.
Anna Strong when he was shot by the British. In the back matter,
the reader finds out more details about Mrs. Anna Strong. Do you
think what Mrs. Anna Strong did was a courageous thing? Why?
Who is your favorite character? Why?
Based on what you know of Tanya’s character and experiences
throughout the story, what would she consider a perfect day?
Would you have helped Major in the same way that Tanya did?
Why or why not?
What does it mean to be courageous? Pick three characters in this
story and discuss how they showed courage. 
What is something new you learned from reading this book?
In the story of Boy Patriot, Tanya has an internal and external
conflict. Explain each.
The Culper Spy Ring was also known as the Setauket Spy Ring.
What was the purpose of the spy ring? (You may need to refer to
back matter to help you answer this question.)
How are Tanya and Major similar?
In chapter 13, what major event happens that moves the plot
forward?
Tanya’s Pop tells her that sometimes it’s hard to tell the truth, but
it is always better in the end. Do you agree?
Nancy and Cathy prove to be wonderful friends. How do they
support Tanya? 

Discussion Questions



Chapter 1
1.  Surveying
2.Projectile
3.Ramrod straight
4.Felonious behavior

Chapter 2
5.Incredulous
6.Blatant
7.Wrath
8.Conjure
9.Agonizing

10.Solace
Chapter 3

1.  Elixir
2.Hypnotic
3.Merged
4.Paddock
5.Deranged

Chapter 4
1.Billowing sails
2.Profile
3.Half-mast
4.Full-mast
5.Canopy
6.Rituals

Chapter 5
7.  Hallucinated
8.Mirage
9.Intrigued

10.Heebie jeebies
11.Dust motes
12.Quizzically
13.Redcoats
14.Patriots
15.Setauket Spy Ring
16.Locket
17.Ornate
18.Engraving
19.Precipice

Chapter 6
1.Rustling
2.Urgency
3.Gateway
4.Nudged
5.Taunted
6.Periphery
7.Effervescence
8.Brewing
9.Podium

10.Scathing look
11.Limbo

Chapter 7
1.Renovating
2.Farrier
3.Seance
4.Low probability
5.Replica
6.Generations
7.Palpable
8.Interjection
9.Retract

10.Conviction
Chapter 8

1.Pungent
Chapter 9

1.Eavesdropping
2.Ocean-faring

Chapter 10
(None)
Chapter 11

1.Tide
2.Twilight
3.Quipped
4.Pondering
5.Driftwood
6.Fortuitous

Vocabulary by Chapter
(including words and phrases)

Chapter 12
1.  Diorama
2.Redcoats
3.Tyrannical

Chapter 13
1.  Ornate
2.Emphatically

Chapter 1 4
(none)
Chapter 15

1.Muster
2.Dumbfounded
3.Elation
4.Countenance

Chapter 16
1.  Epicurean delight
2.   arrowhead

Chapter 17
1.Gulls
2.Whirled
3.Inconceivable
4.Hunkered

Chapter 1 8
1.  Thrumming
2.Dreading
3.Eavesdroppers
4.Dazed
5.Plausible

Chapter 19
6. Snarl
7.Bombarded
8.Absentmindedly
9.Elaborate

10.Debriefing

Chapter 20
1.Apprehensive
2.Reverence
3.Shackles
4.Audible

Chapter 21
1.Aftershock
2.Somber
3.Enrichment

 Chapter 22
1.Miffed
2.Commissioned
3.Commemorate
4.Feat

contact Thomasina Tissue  at
https://thomasinatissue.com/


